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Rather  than  confronting  matters 

head  on,  Jeremiah  tells  and  retells 

the  ca ta s t rophe  o f  h i s  t ime 

indirectly…in  unforgettable  poetic 

ways.  In the process this book tells 

the  truth.  But  to  quote  Emily 

Dickinson’s  words  about  poetry,  it 

“te!s it slant.” Jeremiah is a work of 

art:  as  work  it  provides  words  to 

enable  Judean  victims  to  speak  of 

disaster;  as  art,  Jeremiah  reaches 

through  the  ages  to  touch  people 

who have known many, many kinds 

of suffering.  

Reading Jeremiah 
Using:  the perspective of  

pain and promise! 

The Wednesday (11:00am) 
Bible Study

reconvenes in September 

to study 

the words, world, wounds of 

the prophet 

Jeremiah. 

Leader: Rev. Kay Hu$ins,

Parish Associate

Second Presbyterian Church

Class Dates and Themes    
(insert in your Bible @ Jeremiah!)

09/14 Introduction to Jeremiah  
   
09/21 A Family Comes Undone   
Read: 2:1-4:4

09/28 The War Poems        
Read: 4:5-6:30; 10:17-22; 13:20-27

10/05 NO CLASS 

10/12 The Weeping Poems
Read: 8:22-9:11

10/19 Telling a life
Read: 1, 16:1-9; 20:1-6; 26, 32,, 
40-43

10/26 Survive byPraying
Read: 11:18-12:4; 15:1-21; 17:14-18; 
18: 18-23; 20:7-13; 14-18

11/2 The sermons
Read: 7:1-8:3, 11:1-14; 17:19-27

11/9  The Book of Consolations
Read: 30-31

11/16 Running out of Strength
Read: 45; 50-51; 52

11/23 Confusion as Meaning-
Making:  a conclusion to our 
study



Participating in a Bible Study is 

more than joining a group to 

learn scripture.  Rather, our goal 

is to dive deeply into scripture 

in such a way that our faith is 

stretched and refreshed.

We jump into the deep end of 

questions, doubts, ambiguities, 

challenges and humility…there 

we encounter holy words 

capable of changing our lives 

from ordinary to extraordinary. 

 Consider joining!

These are our practices: to study together, to pray for 
one another and to encourage each one’s faith.

DISASTER IS TRAUMA ON A SOCIETAL SCALE 

Disaster, brought about by traumatic violence, disturbs 

what people think, feel and believe. The backdrop of 

Jeremiah is a landscape of unspeakable wounds. We 

begin with prophesies of disaster: words that carry the 

wounds of people

THE PROPHET’S LIFE IS ALSO PROPHETIC 

The Book of Jeremiah speaks about the massive 

historical disaster through little stories about the 

prophet…stories that seem to gather up the shattered 

pieces of trauma and slant them, beautiful word by 

beautiful word, into truth.

CONSOLATION REQUIRES REALITY 

Jeremiah as a book leads the community through death 

to new life, never in a systematic way but always in a 

realistic manner. Indeed, there is no neat ending; 

perhaps because disasters haunt generations for ages 

and healing continually offers a new future with God.

But this is the covenant that I will make 
with the house of Israel… 

I  will put my law within them, and  
I will write it on their hearts; 

and I will be their God 
and they shall be my people; 

…for I will forgive their iniquity, 
and remember their sin no more. 

Jeremiah  1:33, …34


