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SECOND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

SESSION STATED MEETING 

July 21, 2020 

MINUTES 

 

Because of our concern about spreading COVID-19 (Coronavirus) and the Governor’s orders 

not to congregate (extended thru May 15, 2020), no one is meeting in person, and we are all 

meeting via video-conferencing (Zoom).  We do not have provisions in our Bylaws or in our 

operations manual that define or provide guidelines for audio or video-conferencing meetings.  

We have set aside the Bylaws until we can provide for video-conferencing.  We are following 

the basic guideline that everyone must be able to hear everyone else and be able to speak and be 

heard by everyone. 

 

We have not conducted in-person corporate worship since Sunday, March 8. 

 

The meeting opened with prayer by the moderator, Rev. Robert Woodruff, and 5:35pm. 

 

Present:  Pastor, Rev. Dr. Robert Woodruff, Moderator 

Elders: James Bencomo, Allan Holmquist, George Huggins, Kris Johnson, Abel McBride, 

Mickey McHugh, Steve Montoya, Ella Porragas, Anna Torres 

Excused:  Eli Lopez 

Absent: Sandra Duran, Randall Korver-Glenn 

Guests: 

• Francis and Susie Chang, Youth Leaders;  

• Lorraine Romero and Bev Molo, Deacon representatives; 

• Chad Poole, Bookkeeper; 

• Karmen Van Dyke, Music Director; 

• Lynn Gatewood, Paying Treasurer; 

• Conrad Rocha, Synod of the Southwest, Stated Clerk and Executive. 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

The agenda was approved by CONSENSUS. 

 

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR 

Session VOTED to grant privilege of the floor to Conrad Rocha, Stated Clerk and Executive 

for the Synod of the Southwest, specifically to describe and discuss the Native Americans Grant 

to the Synod from GA/PMA, and for any topic occurring to him or Session. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Session VOTED to approve the minutes of the 06/23/2020 Session Stated meeting. 
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GRANT TO THE SYNOD OF THE SOUTHWEST FOR NATIVE AMERICANS – Elder 

Conrad Rocha, 

See attached letter of support from the Synod of The Southwest. 

 

Session VOTED to authorize a gift of $5,000 to The Synod of The Southwest for the Native 

Americans Grant objectives. 

 

STANDING REPORTS 

 

1. Financial Report – Chad Poole, Bookkeeper 

a. We should be conscious of how funds are expended, as we remain close to breaking even. 

b. Should we need the funds, we have unencumbered investments of about $150,000 that can 

be liquidated for program, salaries, mission, or however decided. 

c. The Balance Sheet shows a deficit of about $4,700.  When the Payroll Protection Plan loan 

is converted to a grant, we would have a balance of income over expenses of about $20,000. 

d. We will request the Stewardship and Finance Committee to attempt to define a reserve 

amount. 

e. Another financial consideration is that our tenant in the Candelaria Wing, Family Promise, 

continues to consider purchase of their own office space, and the provide $15,000 of rental 

income, annually.  Pastor Rob will talk to the Family Promise Executive Director to 

determine if they have decided on staying or going. 

 

2. Pastor’s Report – Rev. Robert Woodruff 

a. Pastor Rob continues to discern what it means to “pastor” in a pandemic.  He is very 

thankful for Second and what we are doing, especially in our connectivity and community-

keeping, and encourages us to keep on reaching out! 

 

3. EPIC Report – Francis and Susie Chang, Youth Leaders 

a. Youth Group member Isaac Ploof is leaving the week of August 10 for Colorado, where he 

will enter college.  We are considering an in-person celebration of Isaac, of less than 10 

persons, probably Sr-Hi Triennium attendees and the Bencomo family.  We are now 

planning for Saturday night, August 8, at Second.  Isaac’s last work day was Monday, July 

20.  The Youth will help plan the gathering. 

b. We have supported the Castellano family with food after the death of their matriarch, Jessie 

McCoy.  Please keep the family in your prayers. 

 

4. Deacons’ Report – Lorraine Romero and Bev Molo, Deacon Representatives 

a. The Deacons are keeping contact with our Furthest Pew members. 

b. We made phone calls to inform many members and friends of the plans to conduct in-person 

worship in Hart Park at Menaul School, then called again for the cancellation. 

c. We are planning to begin a food distribution chain, to help and support families in need and 

Furthest Pew members.  Yvonne Gallegos has been a primary planner for this action.  
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Coordination of food items and distribution of food and meals will be thru the Deacons.  Our 

objective is to help and care for those in need, however possible. 

d. We are continuing to provide care to the McCoy family after Jessie’s death. 

e. Deacons will do some phone calls regarding Jessie McCoy’s death.  At this point no service 

is under consideration.  Please pray for the family. 

f. Elifas Santillanes’ daughter appreciates the printed material sent by Deacon Bev Molo. 

g. We are sure that our outreach touches more folks than we know. 

h. We are planning to send SAS envelopes for tithes and offerings. 

 

5. Clerk’s Report 

a. Baptism:  Reed Aaron Bowers, b. 05/17/2017 in Lovelace Hospital, Albuquerque, NM, by 

the Rev. Robert Woodruff, on Saturday, June 27, 2020, in Truchas, NM. 

b. Deaths:  Jessie Montaño McCoy 

c. Actions on the rolls: 

Session VOTED to remove from the roll of members, because of her death, Jessie Montaño 

McCoy, b. 01/04/0000, d. 07/20/2020; Register # 114, member since 06/04/1967, ordained a 

Deacon 09/09/1990, survived by her husband, Adolph McCoy. 

 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

1. VBS/M.A.D. Camp 

a. Karmen Van Dyke reported there were strong and interesting comments from many. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

REPORT FROM PRESBYTERY MEETING – Reported by those attending the meeting 

1.  A new logo was approved, and will be professionally enhanced prior to implementation. 

2.  The Annual Meeting of Presbyter, in October, will be a virtual meeting instead of in person 

at Ghost Ranch. 

3.  First United Presbyterian Church of Las Vegas, who was schedule to host this Presbytery 

meeting, celebrated their 150th anniversary by providing virtual worship. 

 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

1. Worship and Music – Allan Holmquist 

a. We met on Friday, July 3, to discuss the scheduled July 5th worship at Hart Park on the 

Menaul School campus.  In consideration of the order from the Governor to stay home 

because of the pandemic, we decided to cancel the service. 

b. We are exploring the possibility of holding worship at Hart Park on August 16. 
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c. Pastor Rob will preach during the Presbytery’s collaborative virtual worship service on July 

26. 

d. Under the current conditions we are planning to remain a partner in the Presbytery’s virtual 

collaborative worship services. 

e. Camino de Vida Church and Second will split the $10,000 grant received from Presbyterian 

Disaster Assistance (PDA).  Each congregation will receive $5,000, which must be spent by 

12/31/2020.  (See attached letter from the PDA.).  We plan to acquire audio-visual 

equipment for streaming worship.  We will review the plan with Session before purchasing 

the equipment. 

f. The Presbytery is planning the Collaborative August 23 virtual worship to be bi-lingual, 

featuring representatives from Camino de Vida and Second.  Pastor Rob is planning the 

worship with Rev. Yela of Camino de Vida.  Camino de Vida does Zoom worship, so has 

experience with the medium.  The service will highlight sources of Spanish, Hispanics, and 

new immigrants via Camino de Vida.  Pastors Woodruff and Yela will interview Hispanics 

who have their roots in Northern NM, and Second’s Pastor Emeritus, Rev. Quiñones, who is 

from Puerto Rico. 

g. Pastor Rob has acquired a dual-mode long range broadcaster for use in a parking lot worship 

service. 

 

2. Stewardship & Finance – Eli Lopez 

a. The Committee met in person for the first time since the beginning of the pandemic in early 

March.  We took time for personal sharing and reflection on the effects of the pandemic in 

our lives, and thanked God all members have stayed healthy and safe. 

b. Our offering counters have developed their own partnership teams and are easy to 

coordinate their schedules for counting.  Church members are using the PO Box address to 

mail in their checks.  Online giving thru the Presbyterian Foundation is also working well.  

Our giving has increased in the last couple of weeks.  The deposit for 06/26 was $7,660; 

07/07 was $13,139; and 07/16 was $6,700.  The bank drop off for deposits has been very 

helpful for our counters. 

c. Our Paying Treasurer, Lynn Gatewood, is diligently taking care of paying Church bills.  She 

was instrumental in applying for and overseeing the PPP loan.  She and Chad are monitoring 

the timeframe for submitting applications to transfer these funds from a loan to a grant.  The 

PPP funds and Board of Pensions three-month waiver has been a welcome relief to our 

expenses. 

d. Chad Poole, Bookkeeper, reports our income is down about 20% since March.  We are about 

$9,000 down for the year.  Our average monthly income is approximately $15,000 compared 

to last year's average of $20,000.  We might have to make some budget adjustments in the 

second half of the year. 

e. We plan to mailout Mid-year giving statements on 07/28/2020.  We are in the process of 

coordinating reports from Breeze and the Presbyterian Foundation online giving.  Ruth and 

Lynn have been extracting online giving information to insure accurate account data for 

mid-year reports. 
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3. LiveWire – George Huggins; Members:  Lauren LaMonica, Alicia Montoya 

a. 2020 Budget - LiveWire has obligated $1,726 of its $2,229 budget for 2020.  We have 23% 

($503) of our budget remaining for the approximately 45% of 2020 remaining. 

Session VOTED to approve LiveWire’s request for an additional $250 budget allocation for 

2020 to cover the unexpected Zoom license and additional paper and supplies for the July 

and August newsletter, which are normally not published. 

b. Sixty-one have installed Instant Church Directory on their handheld device. 

c. In the last 30 days our website had 1,072 unique visits, down 2% from the previous 30 days. 

d. In the last 28 days our FaceBook page had 87 views and 142 followers. 

e. July newsletter sent USPS to 182; electronically to 91. 

f. Breeze users/roles:  Admin, 4; Financial, 7; Member, 3; Pastor, 1; Standard, 1. 

g. Assisted Pastor Huggins with recording and posting Daily Devotion for every weekday in 

June. 

h. Provided Zoom hosting support for every Sunday Fellowship in June. 

 

4. Hospitality – Mickey McHugh, Ella Porragas 

a. We have provided food and water to an apparently homeless person that is staying nearby. 

 

5. Personnel 

a. In the Chair’s absence, Pastor Rob reported that the Committee had approved forwarding a 

request to Session to approve one week of Continuing Education beginning Monday, July 

27, followed by one week of vacation the week of vacation the week of August 2, and 

returning on August 10.  Rev. Quiñones will be available for counseling. 

Session VOTED to approve a week of Continuing Education we week of July 27, followed 

by a week of vacation the week of August 2. 

 

6. Security – James Bencomo 

a. There was an attempted break-in last week.  In consultation with the alarm company, they 

did not recommend more cameras.  However, the fee for internet video monitoring has 

lapsed, so full functionality is not available.  We are considering providing a monitor to be 

placed in the apartment. 

b. Abel McBride and our custodian, Frank Cavalier, will buy screens to protect our stained-

glass windows.  Jim Lechtenberger is willing to be the project manager for repairing and 

protecting our windows.  Pastor Rob will ask Jim to contact Abel and proceed with the 

project. 

c. The residents of the apartment over the Candelaria Wing report they feel relatively safe. 

d. Wire has been installed on the bottom of the gate on the North side of the North parking lot 

to prevent intruders from crawling under the gate. 

e. We have discovered that there was a cat inside the sanctuary and it was setting off our 

security alarm.  This does not bode well for church mice. 

 

7. Evangelism & Membership – Steve Montoya 
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a. The Committee needs members, and we are reviewing guidance on the composition of the 

Committee. 

b. For membership development, we have identified about seven possible new members.  We 

hope to have a virtual class in September, including ordering pizza to be delivered to all 

participants! 

 

8. Christian Education – Kris Johnson 

a. We will probably not have any in-person education until next year. 

b. We are planning to have virtual Sunday School this fall. 

 

9. Mission –Anna Torres 

a. The Mission committee met on July 16.  Attending were Gloria Mirabal, Martha 

Powers, Pastor Rob, and me.  We reviewed each line item in the Mission Committee 

budget and agreed to submit vouchers to send funding to the various local agencies, 

as well as support for our partnerships with Cuba and Guatemala.  We also discussed 

the possibility of collecting food items from members of our congregation on a 

weekly basis.  Food would be sent to the local Roadrunner Food Bank. 

b. Thank you to Project Share providers!  Our next scheduled participation in Project Share is 

August 22.  We need volunteers to cook. 

c. Don Bixby will be at church 10am-12Noon on Thursdays, starting July 30, for food 

collection.  Don will deliver the collected food to the Roadrunner Food Bank. 

d. We met with Lynn Gatewood and submitted vouchers for funds distribution of the Mission 

budget items. 

e. There will be a Matthew 25 conference on July 29, 2-3pm ET, via Zoom.  You must register 

for it.  The subject will be “Dismantling Racism, Steps to Racial Justice.” 

f. We will inform Conrad Rocha of Session’s decision to support the Synod’s drive for cash to 

fulfil the objectives of the Grant given to the Synod for support of Native Americans. 

 

10. Building & Grounds – Abel McBride 

a. Custodian Frank Cavalier is maintaining the building and grounds.  He meets with Abel 2-3 

times a week. 

b. Family Promise (FP) is considering vacating their rented area in the Candelaria Wing.  The 

big room appears to be quite cluttered with old mattresses and furniture.  Their agreement 

was to keep their rented space as clean as when they moved in.  The restrooms also need 

attention.  The FP committee should convene and meet with FP.  A communication from 

Session will be best.  Kris Johnson will schedule a meeting with FP.  Kris will meet with 

Pastor Rob around 11am on Wednesday.  If/when they vacate, FP should leave the space as 

they found it.  The meeting room next to the big room also requires attention. 

c. We are required to communicate with the City water utility to open two valves for irrigation.  

Abel will email the forms to the Clerk for submission to the City. 

 

 

DETERMINATION OF THE NEXT MEETING OF SESSION 
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The next meeting of Session will be our Regular Stated meeting on August 18. 

 

 

ADJOURN WITH PRAYER 

There being no further business to discuss, and no objection to adjourn, Elder Steve Montoya 

dismissed us with prayer at 8:10pm 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

       

George T. Huggins, Clerk of Session 

 
Attachments:  

1. Synod of the Southwest Grant Proposal Support Letter 

2. Notification from Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 

  



Page 8 of 11                     Second Presbyterian Church                    Session Stated Meeting Minutes, July 21, 2020 

 

 
  



Page 9 of 11                     Second Presbyterian Church                    Session Stated Meeting Minutes, July 21, 2020 

 

 
  



Page 10 of 11                     Second Presbyterian Church                    Session Stated Meeting Minutes, July 21, 2020 

 

 
  



Page 11 of 11                     Second Presbyterian Church                    Session Stated Meeting Minutes, July 21, 2020 

 

 


