
Prayer Service for Christian Unity
Monday, January 25, 2016 7:00pm

Our Lady of the Annunciation Church, 2621 Vermont St. NE

HYMN Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise
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Nor want - ing, nor wast - ing, you rule day and night;
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1. 1m - mor - tal, m - vis - 1 - ble, God on - ly wise,
2. Un - rest - ing, un - hast - ing, and si - lent as light,
3. Life - giv - ing ere - a - tor, of both great and small;
4. Great Fa - ther of glo - ry, pure Fa - ther of light,
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Most bless - ed, most glo - rious, the An - cient of Days,

Your jus - tice like moun-tains high soar - ing a bove

We bIos - som, then with - er as leaves on a tree,

We too, God m - vis - i - ble, of - fer our praise;,~ I j j J I j J J I f f
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Al - might - y, vic - to - rious, your great name we praise.

Your clouds which are foun - tains of good - ness and love.

But you live for ev - er, who is and will be.

0 light in - ac - ces - si - ble, An - cient of Days!

Words of Welcome
Leader: Dear Friends in Christ, as we gather together in this service of prayer for

unity, we thank God for our Christian dignity and vocation, described in the
words of St. Peter: "You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation,
God's own people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of Him
who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light." May we grow in
our communion with ourLord Jesus Christ and with all our brothers and
sisters aspiring to unity. (1 Peter 2:9)
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Prayers forthe Holy Spirit
Leader: Holy Spirit, gift of the Father through his Son Jesus Christ

dwell in us all, open our hearts and help us to listen to your voice.
All: Holy Spirit, come upon us.

Leader: Holy Spirit, Divine Love, source of unity and holiness,
show us the love of the Father.
Holy Spirit, come upon us.All:

Leader: Holy Spirit, Fire of Love, purify us, removing all the divisions in our hearts,
in our communities and in the world, and so make us one in Jesus' name.
Holy Spirit, come upon us.All:

Leader: HolySpirit,-strengthen our faith in Jesus, truly divine and truly human,
who carried our sins of division to the Cross and brought us to communion
in his Resurrection.
Holy Spirit, come upon us.All:

Leader: Father, Son and Holy Spirit, dwell in us so that we may become
a communion of love and holiness.
Make us one in you, who lives and reigns forever and ever.
Amen.All:

Song of Praise The Road To Damascus
St Luke Lutheran Church Senior Choir

Prayers of Reconciliation
Leader: God invites us to reconciliation and holiness. Let us tum our minds, hearts

and bodies to receive the grace of reconciliation on the way to holiness.

Leader: Lord, you created us in your own image. Forgive us when we do not respect
our nature and the world that you gave us. Kyrie e1eison.
Kyrie eleison.All:

Leader: Jesus, you invite us to be perfect as our heavenly Father is perfect. Forgive us
when we fail to be holy, to be people of integrity and to respect human rights
and dignity. Christe eleison.
Christe eleison.All:

Leader: Lord of life, of peace and of justice, forgive us when we transmit the culture
of death, of war and of injustice, and fail to build a civilization of love.
Kyrie eleison.
Kyrie eleison.All:



Leader:

All:

Merciful God, fill us with youTgrace and holiness. Make us apostles of love
wherever we go. This we pray through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Proclamation of the Word of God
Lector I: The Word of God that we will hear is an explosion of love in our lives.

} Listen and you will live.
All: Thanks be to God.

(Isaiah 55:1-3)Old Testament
Come to the water!

(Psalm 145:8-9,15-16,17-18)Our Response to God's Word
Leader: Listen and you will live.
All: Thanks be to God.

Leader:
All:

Leader:

All:

Leader:

All:

Leader:

All:

Lector II:
All:

I will bless your name forever and ever.
Iwill bless your name forever and ever.

The Lord is gracious and merciful; slow to anger and abounding in steadfast
love. The Lord is good to all, and his compassion is over all that he has made.
Iwill bless your name forever and ever.

The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food in due season.
You open your hand, satisfying the desire of every living thing.
Iwill bless your name forever and ever.

The Lord is just in all his ways and kind in all his deeds.
The Lord is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth.
Iwill bless your name forever and ever.

Listen and you will live.
Thanks be to God.

(1 Peter 2:9'-10)New Testament
You are God's own people



Gospel Acclamation Celtic Alleluia
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Lector III:
All:

Listen and you will live.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel (Matthew 5:1-16)
Blessed are you. You are the salt of the earth

Sermon Rev. Dr. Harold Nilsson
Pastor Emeritus, St. Luke Lutheran Church

A Gesture of Commitment to be Salt and Light
Leader: We have listened to the Scriptures which we honor and treasure, and we have

- been nourished together at one table of the \Nord. ·Wewill-carry-this holy Word
out into the world with us, for we are joined in one mission, to be Salt of the
Earth, to be Light to the World, and to proclaim the Mighty Acts of the Lord.

As a sign oj this mission in which we share, the light will be passed from the flame oj one candle
to the candles oj all present.

Meditation Song How Blest We Are
Annunciation Mixed Choir

Prayers of Hope
Leader: As God's children, aware of our dignity and mission, let us raise our prayers

and affirm our desire to be a holy people of God.

Leader: .Loving Father, transform our hearts, our families, our communities and our
society.
Make all your people holy and one in Christ.All:

Leader: Water of life, quench the thirst that exists in our society, the thirst for dignity, for
love, for communion and holiness.
Make all your people holy and one in Christ.All:
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Leader:

All:

Leader:
All:

Leader:

Holy Spirit, Spirit of joy and peace, heal the divisions caused by our misuse of
power and money, and reconcile us across different cultures and languages.
Unite us as God's children.
Make all your people holy and one in Christ.

Trinity of love, lead us out of darkness into your marvelous light.
Make till your people holy and one in Christ.

I Lord Jesus Christ, we are made one with you in baptism and therefore we unite
our prayers to yours in the words you taught us:

The Lord's Prayer
ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
For ever. Amen.

Sharing of the Peace
Leader: Jesus says: "You are the salt of the earth. You are the light of the world. Let

your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and glorify
your Father in heaven." Be salt of the earth. Be light to the world.

Leader:
All:

Leader:

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And with your spirit.

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

Blessing and Dismissal
Leader: Blessed be the poor in spirit. Blest be those who mourn. Blest be the meek.

Blessed be the merciful. Blessed be the pure in heart. Blest be the peacemakers.
Blest be the persecuted. Blest be you by God, Father, (+) Son and Holy Spirit.

All:

Leader:
All:

Amen.

Go in the peace of Christ.
Amen.

SONG OF SENDING Go Make of All Disciples
(Please see the next page for the hymn)

Please join us for a Reception in the Community Center!
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We wish to thank all the Clergy who participated in this evening's service!

Musicians
St. Luke Lutheran Church Senior Choir
Frederick Frahm, Director

Annunciation Mixed Choir
Jane Smith, Director

George White, Accompanist
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